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Abstract

The Zagros region, with its vast expanse in western Iran, is one of the main centers for the
formation of traditional living and physical patterns due to its diverse climate, culture, and
architecture. Despite this richness, in recent years, most new accommodation projects in this region
have deviated from representing local identity and the values of traditional architecture. Therefore,
the present study aims to analyze how the elements of traditional Zagros architecture are represented
in boutique hotels and to provide a framework for enhancing their spatial and identity quality. The
research method is qualitative, based on documentary content analysis and a case study of the Sarem-
al-Dowleh Boutique Hotel. The findings indicate that prominent elements of Zagros vernacular
architecture—including stepped forms (terraced architecture), the use of stone and wood, flat roofs,
and introverted communal spaces—when consciously integrated with the language of contemporary
architecture, can not only improve climatic performance but also strengthen tourists’ sense of place
attachment and cultural experience. By emphasizing the theoretical framework of Contextualism and
Critical Regionalism, this research identifies the existing gap in the design of contemporary
accommodations in Zagros and presents a model for reviving local identity in Iran’s boutique hotels.
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